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governing or governed. But how fervent must be the
Mamitic glow required for such a welding, let testify
the hopeless failure of analogous attempts made age by
age to bind in one the sundered branches of Christianity;
and Greeks and Catholics at internecine war within the
walls of Constantinople, while Mahomet II with his
monster artillery thundered at the gates.

This is no light thing; Islam is even now an enor-
mous power, full of self-sustaining vitality, with a
surplus for aggression; and a struggle with its com-
bined energies would be deadly indeed. Yet we, at any
rate, have no need for nervous alarm, nor will its
quarrel, even partially, be with us and our Empire, so
long as we are consistently faithful to the practical
wisdom of our predecessors, that best of legacies be-
queathed us by the old East India Company.

Here a word -may not unsuitably find place on the
very shortsighted policy which, for the sake of a little
present saving, or to satisfy the ever-craving mania of
'paring down/ would reduce to a mere nothing our
most effective foreign representation, that is, our Con-
sular, in those very countries from the shores of the
Black Sea to those of the Hejaz, which are in an emi-
nent degree the focus of growing heat, and, it is far
from improbable, of future conflagration. To obtain a
trustworthy and accurate knowledge of the patient's
pulse, a fugitive visit and an inexperienced hand are
either insufficient; and to ensure fall and reliable in-
formation as to the conditions of Mahometan excite-
ment in the Asiatic districts, not less than to- acquire
a certain ascendancy of position which may render that
excitement, if not wholly innocuous, at least less injurious
to ourselves, men of more than average power and cul-
tivation are required; and, it might seem superfluous in
the case of any other profession to remark, such men